[Medical and ethical problems posed by the prenatal diagnosis of distal absence of a limb].
Eight cases of distal amputation of limb are reported. The diagnosis were made by ultrasound scans at 18-25 weeks of amenorrhea. In all cases, according to the French law, our team of fetal medicine refused the therapeutic terminations of pregnancy requested by the parents. The therapeutic terminations of pregnancy were achieved by another unit of fetal medicine in France, or in another country. These reported cases address many questions about the aim of fetal medicine (therapeutic terminations of pregnancy or treatment of infants), the place of the parents request in the decision, the different decision arguments, and the variations in the decision between different fetal medicine crew facing to similar prenatal diagnosis.